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FROM THE DIRECTOR i

Ken Kessenich
Was Monday, February 2 a bad day for us? Well,
they say if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow
tradition holds that there will be six more weeks of
winter; if not, spring arrives early — and he did see

his shadow this year &. That means
spring first arrives by March 23 - a week

before our Good Friday pizza ride!

But what makes a shadow? A shadow is
created when an opaque or translucent

object blocks light rays from a source,
preventing them from reaching a e
surface. Lori and | traveled to Las Vegas for some fun and rented a bike
one day to ride out to Red Rock Canyon. It was a cool (cold) morning, but
we were prepared for it. Notice the shadow? The reason I’'m in the picture
is that the winds blew up so strong | had to hold the bike up as the kick
stand could not!

Another great adventure with some Chapter Friends brought me this
memory. Can you see Lori? She is the tall one in the middle of the pool.
Is this or the motor cycle picture taken
later in the day?

Then at work one
day, when there
was to be a solar
eclipse, | had to
take a break and
observe with some
appropriate glasses. Yes, | did have a pair
for my camera too! But where is the shadow?

Finally, there is the right place, at the
right time, with the right conditions to
see some spectacular shadows. Up
north Wisconsin can really provide

some wonderful sights.

Oh, by the way, don’t fret about a later spring. Punxsutawney Phil has a
low degree of accuracy, roughly 35% to 39% only!

What shadows will you discover this year?

See you on the road soon, Ken


mailto:leslie.smith@wishd.com
mailto:leslie.smith@wishd.com

CHAPTER NEWS MEDLEY

UPCOMING CHAPTER
MEETING

WHEN: Tuesday, February 17, 2026
6:00 PM Social Hour
7:00 PM Meeting

WHERE: Ingleside

FROM OUR HISTORIAN
By: Betsy Boos

January Anniversaries
Karl Cumblad 5 years

February Anniversaries

Tina Olson 2 years
Gary Malinowski 5 years
Christopher Able 5 years
Neal Dauplin. 10 years

50/50

Our New Year has
started off GREAT!

WYLpg

Thanks to all that came out in the cold for the
chapter meeting.

Look for Rob Fehl and Tracey Iverson to get your
50/50 tickets at the February meeting.

You can message me at "Mark Knackert" (that's my
husband, we share the account)

or text me at 414 416 6772.

Best of luck

Dawn Jean

SWAP MEET IS COMING

2026 Rock River Swap Meet

The swap meet will be Sunday, March 22" from
Noon - 5pm at the New Berlin VFW Post. 17980
Beloit Rd, New Berlin. Set up will begin at 11:00am
- one hour prior to the event start time. We will
have approximately 20-25 tables available.

The swap meet is free to attend and open to the
public.

If you are interested in renting a spot (8-
foot table), the cost will be $20.00 for chapter
members and $30.00 for non-chapter members.
Please make checks payable to ROCK RIVER HOG
CHAPTER.

A sign up list will be available at the next
chapter meeting (February 17th). If you cannot
attend that meeting, please email Theresa Leto at
tletol@wi.rr.com with your name and contact
information to reserve your table. The deadline to
reserve your table will be March 13th.

Start gathering your motorcycle gear, parts
and accessories and join us for a fun day of buying,
selling and connecting with fellow enthusiasts!
Even if you don’t have items to sell, come and
browse the great deals and enjoy the community.
- Theresa Leto

HAPPINESS AT THE HAPPY
DAYS HOLIDAY

Some rockin’ fun was had by all at the recent
Happy Days Holiday party. Partygoers acted like a
turntable and passed around a couple 1950s
albums until two lucky winners were left. They also
rallied some teams to compete in the hula hoop
placement contest which ended up building a Hula
Hut. Thanks to committee members Amy Dey, Kris
Droster, Lori Kessenich, Theresa Leto, Dawn
Makowski, Michelle Mather and Janet Sam for
coordinating this wonderful event. Thank you also
to Spin Doctor Mark Makowski for creating and p
laying 50s themed tunes all night. Enjoy the
picture collage (thanks Theresa Leto) toward the
end of the newsletter.


mailto:tleto1@wi.rr.com
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Here are fun facts about the month of February:

10.

The second Monday in February is
celebrated as National Clean Out
Your Computer Day, a day to
organize and clean up your digital
files.

February 22 is Be Humble Day, a day
to practice humility and focus on the
needs of others.

The first Saturday in February is
National Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast
Day, a fun holiday started by a mom
to bring joy and excitement to a
dreary winter day.

February is the only month that can
pass without a single full moon.
February is National Snack Food
Month in the United States.
February is also National Hot
Breakfast Month in the United
States, a month-long observance
dedicated to promoting the benefits
of eating a nutritious breakfast.
February 26th is National Pistachio
Day in the United States, a day to
celebrate the delicious and
nutritious nut.

In the United States, February is also
known as National Canned Food
Month, a month-long observance
dedicated to promoting the benefits
of canned foods.

February 17th is National Random
Acts of Kindness Day in the United
States, a day to encourage and
celebrate acts of kindness and
generosity.

February 9th is National Pizza Day in
the United States, a day to celebrate

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

one of the most popular and
beloved foods in the world.
February 24th is National Tortilla
Chip Day in the United States, a day
to celebrate the crunchy, salty
snack.

February 23rd is National Banana
Bread Day in the United States, a
day to celebrate the moist and
delicious baked treat.

February is the only month that can
have no full moon. This occurs about
once every 19 years, and the last
time it happened was in 2018.
February 22nd is National Margarita
Day in the United States, a day to
celebrate the classic cocktail made
with tequila, lime juice, and triple
sec.

February 10th is National Cream
Cheese Brownie Day in the United
States, a day to celebrate the
delicious combination of fudgy
chocolate and creamy cheese.
February 8th is National Kite Flying
Day in the United States, a day to
celebrate the joy of flying colorful
kites in the springtime breeze.

With spring just around the corner, the riding
season will be here before you know it, and we
have a wonderful year of rides and events planned
for you. So, snuggle up and stay warm!

What is the most common cause of dry skin?

Towels.

Hope to see you at the next chapter meeting!

Head Road Captain
Jim “Muddy” Waters



them stamped at the dealers for a chance to win
READY to BEG I N to some great prizes at the end of the riding season.
ROCK WISCONSIN?

Where Spirits May Hide

Friday May 22 to Sunday May 24
Leaving from Wisconsin Harley at 8am

Join us for a leisurely ride to lowa, with a stop at
Sledgehammer’s for lunch.

On Saturday, we’ll visit The Field of Dreams film
location in Dyersville. Not sure if we’ll see any
ghost players as the corn won’t be up yet, but we’'ll
spend some time at the ball field and “have a July 31-Aug 2 - Join us for a 3 day scenic ride to 6

Sculpture Tour

catch.” unique and interesting sculpture parks including

After lunch, we’ll take a spooky tour of Edinburgh those made of concrete and fiberglass. This ride

Manor, an abandoned insane asylum in Scotch
Grove and popular paranormal attraction. western Wisconsin.

starts a bit northeast, then traverses central and

As we leave on Sunday, we will stop at Crystal
Caves for a tour or you can head home on your
own.

Signup sheets will be available at the March and
April chapter meetings. A deposit of $20 will
secure your spot.

Minnesota Driftless Area

June 26-28 - We’ve ridden the Wisconsin part of
the Driftless Area, now we are heading into the
Minnesota part. Come and ride with us if you like
twisty, hilly, rural roads. The main focus of this 3
day ride will be riding.

Passport Tour

July 17-18 - If you like stopping at Harley-Davidson www.wornenmotarcyclist.com
dealerships, this 2 day ride is the ride for you. With “Go get my hair dryer, dear, We have
stops at several participating dealers mostly in the to thaw out your dad...again. ”
east-central part of Wisconsin (around lake

Winnebago). Bring your Harley passport and get



ABATE NEWS

Greetings R.R Family. Well, the Groundhog
has made his predictions and if you put your faith
into it, 6 weeks from now it will be the end of
March.

That’s the only prediction that’s for sure.

Tuesday the 17th of this month is a very
important day for us motorcyclists. It’s Lobby Day
in Madison when ABATE and anyone who rides has
an opportunity to talk to our lawyer about
preserving our rights to ride. This year there are
some very important issues that if we don’t fight
for and win, will start the beginning of the end of
fuel for our motorcycles along with our right to
repair them.

Here is an example of our E10 or less fuel going
away. Everyone knows to move a mountain you
start by moving one stone at a time. To lose E10 or
less you start with changing one pump at a time.
About a week ago | stopped at a gas station to fill
up. | was shocked to see that there was a new hose
with a new sticker saying 51% - 83% ETHANOL. For
Flex Fuel Vehicles. May Harm Other Engines. How
long before E10 hoses are eliminated? It’s not hard
to see the handwriting on the wall when there are
radio commercials saying E15 is the best thing ever.

One thing they don’t say is if you ride a
motorcycle, ATV’s or any other recreational vehicle
you can’t use it to fuel their engines. This is one of
3 issues that we need to address with our
lawmakers! I'm asking for you to help us by getting
on the bus and showing up in Madison Tuesday the
17th. United we stand, divided we fall. We have a
bus that will arrive at the Park and Ride on the
corner of Meadowbrook and Golf road at 9:45am.
It leaves at 10:00am for Madison. It will drop you
off back at the Park and Ride around 5:00pm.
Plenty of time to get to the R.R. chapter meeting
that night. Hope to see you there!

If you want to read more about what’s
happening in ABATE, just check out 1F’'s Facebook
page. Every Friday | post a TGIF and write about
what’s happening and events that are upcoming.
Check it out and stay updated.

Let’s Be Safe Out There!
May God Bless You.
May God Bless America.
Waukesha Strong!

BuellBob.

great destinations, biker games,
gatherings, and racetrack time.
Planned by a biker who gets it..

“Nérwegian Getaway

Cabo, Puerto Vallarta
& Mazatlan

414-640-6002 www.throttletravel.com
Dawn Makowski, Chief Escape Officer dawn@throttletravel.com




H.O.G Connection - February 2026
By Rob Fehl

The 2026 Member Guide is full of useful information on all
things HOG. It is available to download here:
https://members.harley-davidson.com/

THE H-D APP

The H-D® App helps you get the most out of your time on

the road and enhances your H-D Membership experience.

Download the H-D App and link your H.O.G. ID.

e Add your bikes to your profile to keep up with
important updates and find local events in your area or
at your next destination.

e Turn on notifications for the H-D App.

e  Make sure your location services are turned on.

LOYALTY POINTS AND REWARDS
Harley-Davidson values your loyalty and wants to reward
you with points for everything you do on and off the road.

e PURCHASES - Earn 4 points per dollar spent at
participating dealers and online.

e RIDING REWARDS - Get points and rewards simply for
riding!

e BONUS POINTS - Stay in the know about special
promotions and event engagement opportunities with
alerts from your local dealer, emails, and the H-D®
App.

e Start earning points! 500 points = $5 voucher.

e Manage your points online or in the H-D App.

e Redeem vouchers online or at participating dealers for
gear, accessories, bike service, and more.

e Turn-by-turn navigation is now exclusive to Harley
Owners Group and Passenger members, allowing you
to map a route and hit the road with real-time GPS
navigation. Add dealers, gas stations, and waypoints
to create the perfect route and navigate directly in the
H-D App.

ACCESS ALL YOUR BENEFITS

Follow these steps to gain access to all your benefits,
including exclusive point multipliers, riding rewards,
partner benefits, expedited shipping, and more.

IF YOU HAVE NEVER SIGNED INTO H-D.COM OR THE H-D

APP:

e Download the H-D® App.

e Select "JOIN NOW" and enter your information into the
required fields.

e Werecommend turning on location services for the

e best H-D App experience.

e Android users will have an additional step to allow
maps and navigation permissions.

e Onthe next screen, select "Link Your Account" and
follow the prompts.

e Ifyougeta"Success" message, you are all set!

If you need additional assistance, please call:
1-800-CLUB-HOG (M-F, 8:30AM-5PM CT).

H-D MEMBERSHIP

Email

ALEX JOHNSON
Member Number: USTE51708

MY MEMBERSHIP

- Harley Owner's Group®
Mernber since fanuany 1, 2024

£50 99 fymar
& Expires january 1, 2027

REWARDS

TOTAL PORJTS PORMT VALUE

1,800  $15
[ T—



https://members.harley-davidson.com/

HAPPINESS at the HAPPY DAYS HOLIDAY

By: Theresa Leto




2026 Rock River HOG Chapter

** All Dates are Subject to Change **

UPDATED: 02/11/2026

January February March
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4 5 6 7 8 9] 10 8 9| 10| 11| 12| 13| 14 9| 10| 11| 12| 13| 14
11| 12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17 15| 16| 17| 18] 19| 20| 21 15| 16| 17| 18] 19| 20| 21
18| 19| 20| 21| 22 23| 24 22 23| 24 25| 26| 27| 28 22 23| 24| 25| 26| 27| 28
25 26 27| 28| 29| 30| 31 29 30f 31
13 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 10 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 10 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting
13 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 10 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 10 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting
13 6:15 - Board Meeting 10 6:15 - Board Meeting 10 6:15 - Board Meeting
20 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 17 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 17 6:00 - Chapter Meeting
31 6:00 - RRC Holiday Party 21 8am - ROC Training 22 1lam - RRC Swap Meet
April May June
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6
5 6 7 8 9] 10| 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10| 11| 12| 13
12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18 10| 11} 12| 13| 14| 15[ 16 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 19 20
19| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25 17| 18| 19| 20| 21| 22| 23 21 22 23| 24| 25| 26| 27
26| 27| 28 29| 30 24 25 26 27| 28| 29| 30 28 29[ 30
31
3 TBD - Good Friday Pizza Ride 10 Mother's Day 9 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting
4  Easter 12 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 9 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting
14 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 12 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 9 6:15 - Board Meeting
14 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 12 6:15 - Board Meeting 13 WI-HD Ride for Veterans
14 6:15 - Board Meeting 16 WI-HD Bike Blessing 14 RC Brunch Ride
21 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 17 RCBrunch Ride 16 6:00 - Chapter Meeting

19 6:00 - Chapter Meeting
22-24 Rock WI - lowa Ride
23  WI-HD Honer Celebration
25 Memorial Day
29-31 Road America Motorcycle weekend
30 WI-HD CMA Ride

20 WI-HD Event TBD

21 Father's Day
25-28 Abate Summer Hummer
26-28 Rock WI - Minn. Driftless Ride

2026 H.0.G. Touring Rallies Dates

Run to Daytona H.O.G. Touring Rally, Virginia Beach, VA to St Augustine, FL February 23-27
Spring Heat H.O.G. Touring Rally, Santa Clarita, CA to Chandler, AZ April 3-7
Route 66 East H.0.G. Touring Rally, Milwaukee to Amarillo, TX May 16-22
Open Road Posse Ride, Durango, CO to Mandan, ND June 10-22
2026 H.O.G. Regional Rallies Dates
Cajun Country Regional H.O.G. Rally, Scott, LA April 16-18
Smoky Mountain Regional H.O.G. Rally, Maryville, TN May 27-30
Great Lakes Regional H.O.G. Rally, Chippewa Falls, WI June 11-13
Rocky Mountain Regional H.O.G. Rally, Durango, CO June 11-13
Blue Ridge Rumble Regional H.O.G. Rally, Winchester, VA June 17-20

Page 1 of 2




2026

Rock River HOG Chapter

** All Dates are Subject to Change **

UPDATED: 02/11/2026

July August September
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5
5 6 7 8 9| 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9| 10| 11| 12
12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18 9| 10| 11| 12| 13| 14| 15 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 19
191 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25 16| 17| 18| 19| 20| 21| 22 20 21 22 23| 24| 25| 26
26| 271 28| 29| 30| 31 23| 24| 25| 26| 27| 28| 29 27| 28| 29| 30
301 31
4  independence Day 1 WI-HD Waukesha K-9 Ride 7 Labor Day
9-12 Harley Homecoming Rally 7-16 86th Sturgis Rally 8 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting
14 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 11 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 8 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting
14 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 11 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 8 6:15 - Board Meeting
14 6:15 - Board Meeting 11 6:15 - Board Meeting 13 RC Brunch Ride
17-18 Rock WI - Passport Tour Ride 16 RC Brunch Ride 15 6:00 - Chapter Meeting
19 RC Brunch Ride 18 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 17-20 Tomahawk Fall Rally
21 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 22 TBD - Sunrise Ride 26 WI-HD Fall Fest
31-2 Rock WI - Sculpture Tour Ride TBD WI-HD Not Rally Rally Weekend
October November December
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5
4 5 6 7 8 9] 10 8 9| 10| 11| 12| 13| 14 6 7 8 9| 10| 11| 12
11 12| 13| 14| 15[ 16| 17 15| 16| 17| 18] 19| 20| 21 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18| 19
18| 19| 20| 21| 22 23| 24 22 23| 24| 25| 26| 27| 28 20 21 22| 23| 24| 25| 26
25| 26 27| 28| 29| 30| 31 29| 30 27| 28| 29 30f 31
13 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 10 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting 8 5:00 - Rock WI Meeting
13 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 10 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting 8 5:45 - Road Captain Meeting
13 6:15 - Board Meeting 10 6:15 - Board Meeting 8 6:15 - Board Meeting
20 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 17 6:00 - Chapter Meeting 15 6:00 - Chapter Meeting
26 Thanksgiving 25 Christmas

2026 H.O.G. Touring Rallies

Dates

10 State H.0.G. Touring Rally, Lakeville, MN to Bossier City, LA
Tour of Valor H.0.G. Touring Rally — Mobile, AL to Madison, WI
Route 66 West H.0.G. Touring Rally, Amarillo, TX to Marina Del Ray, CA

August 17-22
September 1-9
September 22-28

2026 H.O.G. Regional Rallies Dates
Iron Adventure Regional H.O.G. Rally, New England July 16-18
Cruisin the Catskills Regional H.O.G. Rally, Hunter Mountain, NY July 23-25

H.O.G. National Rally, Branson, MO

Ride Home H.0.G. Touring Rally, Hickory, NC to H-D Museum, Milwaukee, WI

Page 2 of 2

September 9-12
October 14-19
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Greetings H.O.G. Chapters!
On behalf of the Great Lakes Regional Rally team, it is truly an honor to invite you and your chapter members to join us
for the 2026 Great Lakes Regional H.O.G. Rally, taking place in beautiful Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, June 11-13, 2026.

This year’s rally is shaping up to be an unforgettable celebration of everything that makes H.O.G. so special: incredible
riding, great friendships, and the shared spirit of the open road.

Our planning team is working hard to create an event experience filled with scenic rides, fun activities, and meaningful
opportunities to connect with fellow members from across the region. We are committed to making this rally one that
your chapter will remember for years to come.

Help Us Spread the Word
We respectfully ask that you share the attached Rally Flyer with your chapter members and consider placing it at your

H.O.G. table within your dealership.

Excitement is Building

It has been incredibly inspiring to see the strong early registration numbers and the distances many members are
already planning to travel. The enthusiasm surrounding this rally is growing every day, and we cannot wait to welcome
everyone to enjoy the outstanding riding routes and fellowship we have lined up here in the Chippewa Valley.

Stay Connected
For the most up-to-date rally announcements and updates, please follow our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GreatLakesHogRally

We look forward to riding with you in June!
Warmest regards,

Chris Wagner
Rally Coordinator, Great Lakes H.O.G. Rally 2026

Code To Room Block: HOG 2026

Hotel Name Address Phone DERSL?,T,CS%LO

Fair Hil Campground 225 Edwards St Chippewa Falls, W1, 54729 (715) 723-2861 Onsite

34
Cobblestone Hotel & Suites 100 N Bridge St Chippewa Falls, Wi 54729 1.5 Miles

e v Inn & Suites 1001 VAL Diirle Ao

Riverstone Suites ; 3.6 Miles
Hampton Inn i 5 $199+
Holiday Inn Express & Suites 12858 26th Ave Chippewa Falls, Wl 54729 $199+ 6.8 Miles
1515 2am Blvd Alfoona, (715) 11.8

Sleep Inn & Suites 5872 33rd Ave Eau Claire, W] 54703 11.4 Miles

Residence Inn 4466 Princeton Ridge Dr Eau Claire, W1 54703 (715) 514-2912 10.2 Miles



https://www.facebook.com/GreatLakesHogRally
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